
 

                        Camarillo Ranch Foundation 
Board of Directors  

August 5, 2026 Meeting Minutes 
Camarillo Ranch 

                            201 Camarillo Ranch Road 
                                Camarillo, CA 93012 

 
341st Meeting        

       “Preservation, Education, Restoration” 
 

The regular monthly meeting of the Camarillo Ranch Foundation was held on Wednesday, August 
5, 2026, at 5:30 p.m., in the Ranch Office at the Camarillo Ranch, the President being in chair and 
the Secretary present. 

 
1. Call to Order:  President Chris Valenzuela called the meeting to order at 5:32 P.M. 

a) Welcome: President Chris Valenzuela welcomed everyone and thanked everyone for their par-

ticipation during this busy event season. 
2. Pledge of Allegiance:  Theresa Marvel led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
3. Present: Chris Valenzuela, Jonathan Carmona, Adrio DeCicco, Theresa Marvel, Vishnu Patel, Pa-

tricia Turner and Kathy Taylor. Absent: Helen Faul  
 
4. Minutes:  The minutes of the July 1, 2026 meeting were approved. 

 
5. Next Meeting:  Our next meeting will be held on September 2, 2026. 

 
6. Important Upcoming Dates: 

• Ventura County Fair – July 29, 2026 to August 9, 2026 

• “Throwback Thursday” – August 20, 2026 
 

7. Public Comments/City Comments: 
a. Public Comments - no members of the Public were present  
b. City Comments – no City comments 

 
8. Financial Report-Helen Faul:  

a. Helen Faul sent out the following statements:  Mechanics Bank balance as of 7/31/2026 was 
$84,401.68 and our Edward Jones account had a balance of $137,797.10 as of 6/26/2026. 

   10.   Unfinished Business: 
a. Action/Discussion – Office Phone Line:  The new Office phone number is 805 881-6783. 
b. Action/Discussion – Committee Budgets: Autumn Tea budget was submitted for a not-to-

exceed amount of $7,000.  Patricia Turner made a motion to approve this amount.  The motion 
was carried unanimously.  Docent Committee budget was approved at our 7/1/2026 meeting. 

c. Action/Discussion – MOU for IT Services: After discussion it was decided to review this 
document with Helen Faul and move it to the September 2, 2026 agenda.  Patricia Turner 
suggested that John Benton (our volunteer photographer) might be interested in handling so-
cial media for us.  He will be contacted before our next meeting. 



 

d. Action/Discussion – Museum of Ventura County Told Building Tour Date:  A tour of the Told 
Building here in Camarillo is scheduled for Thursday, September 10, 2026 at 2 P.M.  This facil-
ity will store our Archives. 

 
 

  11.   New Business: 
a. Action/Discussion – Hire Mitchell & Associates Year End Tax Return:  Theresa Marvel 

made a motion to hire Mitchell & Associates with a not-to-exceed amount of $3,000.  The mo-
tion carried unanimously. 

b. Action/Discussion – TBT Entertainment COI Fee – Effective 2027: Move this item to the 
September 2, 2026 agenda. 

            
  12. Committee Reports: 

a. Executive Committee: Chris Valenzuela wants to thank the City for the new planter beds out-
side the Ranch Office.  Chis also mentioned that he will be touching base with the City regard-
ing signage on the property.  The signs for outside the front gate are ready to be installed. 

b. Docent Committee: The next Docent Meeting will be on Wednesday, August 12th at 3 P.M. in 
the Barn.  Patricia Turner reported that the guest speaker at the meeting will be Joe Ortiz, 
nephew of Meliton Ortiz.  Docents are currently busy manning the booth at the Ventura County 
Fair and preparing for the Autumn Tea on October 25, 2026. Kathy Taylor reported as per the 
source, Independent Sector.Org, Docent hours for the year 2025 amounted to 5,051 at a value 
of $210,879 for the year ($41.75 per hour). 

c. Education and Legacy Committee: Kathy Taylor presented the Education and Legacy 
Committee Budget for the year 2026-2027.  A motion was made to approve the budget by 
Theresa Marvel.  All board members presently unanimously approved the budget.  Kathy Tay-
lor also stated that two chairs in Ave Maria’s room will be repaired.  The saddles (Adolfo’s and 
Carmen’s) can’t be cleaned by us without permission. The saddles can’t be cleaned without 
express approval of the Education and Legacy Committee.  The committee will defer to the 
stated owners on the Accessions form. Another saddle is Meliton’s and it is his family’s re-
sponsibility for cleaning.  The Hernandez saddle is the only one that is owned by the CRF.  
Theresa Marvel reported that the large picture of Carmen on her horse will be scanned in color 
and placed in an acrylic frame (museum quality) at a cost of $455.81. 

d. Events Committee: Patricia Turner informed the Board that Mary Goldberg will be purchasing 
8 six foot folding tables from Staples at the cost of $69 each.  These will be used for all events. 
Theresa Marvel asked that the Events Committee to send out a listing to all Board members 
prior to Events so that they can see where help is needed. 

e. Volunteer Recruitment Task Force:  Theresa Marvel will be meeting with the Museum of 
Ventura County on Thursday, August 13, 2026.  She has asked the Museum for their input on 
setting up a well thought out Volunteer Application. 

f. Finance & Fund Development Committee: No report at this time. 
g. Policies and Bylaws Review Ad Hoc Committee: Theresa Marvel suggested a binder for 

our policies and bylaws should be kept in the Ranch Office. 
 



 

13. Board Member Comments: Theresa Marvel would like more information on insurance coverage for 
the Zucchetto and St. Sylvester medal.  Vishnu Patel suggested that for future events we could look in-
to advertising banners for our donors. Adrio DeCicco wants to be sure that information from the CRF 
Board flows to the individual committees. 

 
14. Closed Session: N/A 
15. Future Topics: N/A 
16. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 7:18 P.M.  

 
CRF Subcommittee Meetings – The Foundations subcommittees meet monthly or as indicated below. 
Meetings are held in-person or virtually. 
 
Executive Committee     Third Monday   5:30 PM 
Docent Committee      First Friday   9:30 AM  
Education and Legacy Committee    Third Friday            10:00 AM 
Docent Meeting      Second Wednesday             3:00 PM 
Finance/Fund Development    Second Wednesday  4:00 PM 
Event Committee      Second Wednesday  5:00 PM 
Social Media Task Force     as needed 
Edward Jones Investment Study Ad Hoc Committee TBA  
Policies and Bylaws Review Ad Hoc Committee TBA 
Volunteer Recruitment Committee    TBA 
 
 
 
_________________________________________Kathy Taylor 
CRF Board Meeting Minutes, August 5, 2026  
 
 
Distribution: 
Camarillo Ranch Foundation Board Members 
 
 
Staff reports and other disclosable public records related to open session agenda items are available for 
review during regular business hours, Wednesday- Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., at the Camarillo Ranch 
Office located at 201 Camarillo Ranch Road, Camarillo, CA 93012.  If you have any questions, please con-
tact the Ranch Office at (805) 881-6783. 
 

Americans with Disabilities Act Compliance Statement 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this 
meeting, please contact the Camarillo Ranch Office at (805) 881-6783 at least 48 hours prior to the meet-
ing to enable us to make reasonable accommodations to ensure access to this meeting. (28 CFR 35.102-
35.104, ADA Title III) 
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